
Landlord Compliance Notification
New Maryland Screening Rules for Voucher Holders and Other Assisted Applicants

Effective October 1, 2026

What this means:
If you use financial information in tenant screening, Maryland law limits how you may
evaluate applicants who use Housing Choice Vouchers or other income-based housing
subsidies.

Who is covered?
This law applies to landlords of residential rental property that use financial information,
including credit history or income amount, in the application process.
"Income-based housing subsidy" includes recurring rental assistance from a government
agency or nonprofit, including Housing Choice Vouchers.

For prospective tenants paying with an income-based housing subsidy, you may not deny
based on:

• Insufficient income to pay the full rent (not just the tenant’s portion).
• Credit score or lack of a credit score.
• Negative credit history from before the subsidy began, if that timing could reasonably be
confirmed.

The statute provides that subsidy timing may be confirmed by the applicant, voucher
paperwork, documents from a Public Housing Authority (PHA), or a PHA response to a
landlord request.

Visit us at www.brhp.org | Contact: 410-223-2222

You may still refuse to rent to a tenant with an income-based subsidy using non-
discriminatory criteria including:

Ability to pay the tenant’s share of rent.*
Landlord references. 
Lease violations.
Failure to pay rent or utilities.
Nuisance behavior.
Property damage.
Criminal convictions in compliance with the MD Fair Chance in Housing Act.

*You may verify that an assisted applicant can pay their portion of the rent, using a
standard that is substantially equivalent to the one used for nonsubsidized applicants
to pay the full amount of rent.

Disclaimer: This is general information, not legal advice. Housing providers should consult counsel for legal advice
about specific situations.
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Positive Rent Reporting:
Landlords with six or more residential rental units in Maryland must offer tenants the
option to have positive rental payment history reported to at least one consumer reporting
agency. 
For leases entered on or after October 1, 2026, the offer must be made at lease signing and
at least annually after that. 
For leases entered before October 1, 2026, the offer must be made by January 1, 2027, and
at least annually thereafter. 
A landlord may charge a fee, but only up to the lesser of actual cost or $10 per month. 

Suggested Quick Compliance Checklist:
Update screening policies to remove denials based on credit score, lack of credit
score, or pre-subsidy adverse credit history where timing can reasonably be
confirmed. 
Train leasing staff on permitted and prohibited screening practices. 
Revise adverse action notices so stated reasons for denial rely only on allowable
factors. 
Prepare rent-reporting notices if you own six or more residential rental units in
Maryland.

Enforcement
Violations are considered discriminatory housing practices and are enforceable by the
Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (MCCR). Contact MCCR at mccr@maryland.gov
or 410-767-8600.

Bottom Line:
Starting October 1, 2026, landlords who use financial screening generally may not deny
applicants with vouchers or other income-based housing subsidies because of amount
of income, credit score, lack of credit score, or credit problems from before the subsidy
began, when that timing can reasonably be confirmed. 
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Disclaimer: This is general information, not legal advice. Housing providers should consult counsel for legal advice
about specific situations.


