
Know the Facts
Positive Rental Payment History

New Maryland Law Effective October 1, 2026

Disclaimer: This is general information, not legal advice. If you need legal advice about your specific
situation, you should contact a lawyer or legal services provider.
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Your on-time rent payments can help improve your credit:
A new Maryland law (effective October 1, 2026) gives tenants the option to have on-
time rent payments reported to credit bureaus. This can help you build a positive
credit history just by paying rent on time.

What is positive rental payment history?
When you pay rent on time, that payment can be reported to a credit bureau (like
Equifax, Experian, or TransUnion). Over time, a record of on-time payments can help
raise your credit score or help you build credit if you don't have much credit history
yet.

What would landlords have to offer?
Under this law, landlords of residential rental property with six or more units must
offer tenants the option to have on-time rent payments reported to at least one
credit bureau. The landlord must:
• Provide written notice of the option to enroll.
• Explain any costs involved.
• Use a reporting service that reports to at least one nationwide credit bureau.
• Report payments accurately and on time.

You choose whether to participate
This is voluntary. You do not have to sign up. If you do choose to enroll:
• Only on-time payments will be reported (late payments will not be reported under this
program).
• You must give written consent before reporting begins.
• The landlord must tell you what service they use and how to contact them.
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What could it cost?
The landlord may charge a fee of no more than $10 per month to cover the cost of
reporting. Before you enroll, the landlord must tell you:
• Whether there is a fee.
• How much it is.
• How often it will be charged.
You must agree in writing before any fee is charged.

Can you stop reporting?
Yes. You can withdraw your consent at any time by notifying your landlord in writing.
Once you withdraw consent, the landlord must stop reporting within 30 days.
Payments already reported will remain on your credit file.

What to look for when signing a lease:
Your landlord should provide you with written information about the rent reporting
program, including:
• A clear explanation of how the program works.
• Any fees that will be charged.
• The name of the reporting service used.
• How to enroll or opt out.
• A statement that participation is voluntary.

Bottom Line:
Starting October 1, 2026, your landlord must offer you the option to have on-time rent
payments reported to a credit bureau. This is a new tool to help you build credit.
Participation is always your choice, and you can stop at any time.
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