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New Maryland Screening Rules Effective October 1, 2026

What this means:

If you use a Housing Choice Voucher or another income-based housing subsidy, Maryland
law gives you new protections when you apply for housing. This law was passed to stop
landlords from using certain screening practices to deny the rental applications of assisted
families.

Who is covered?
e This law applies to landlords of residential rental property that use financial information,
including credit history, in the application process.
* "Income-based housing subsidy” includes recurring rental assistance from a government
agency or nonprofit, including Housing Choice Vouchers.

What landlords cannot do:
If a landlord reviews your financial information as part of the application process, they
cannot deny your application because you use an income-based housing subsidy, such as a

Housing Choice Voucher.

They also cannot deny you based on:

o Your credit score.

o Not having a credit score.

o Negative credit history from before you began receiving your housing subsidy, if the date
you received the subsidy can reasonably be verified.
Not having enough income to pay the full rent. However, a landlord may ask whether you
have enough income to pay your share of the rent.

Landlords may still review your rental history and check how you have been as a
tenant in the past.
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Landlords may still consider:

e Ability to pay the tenant's share of rent.*

e Lease violations.

e Failure to pay rent or utilities.

¢ Nuisance behavior.

e Property damage.

e Criminal convictions in compliance with the MD Fair Chance in Housing Act.

*For example, the landlord could ask whether an applicant has income that is 2.5 times the
applicant's share of rent (not the full rent) if the landlord uses a 2.5 ratio for non-assisted
families, too.

Helpful documents to keep:

It is a good idea to keep documents that show when you began receiving your housing
subsidy. This can help if a landlord needs to confirm the date your subsidy started.
Remember, a landlord cannot consider your credit history from before you started receiving
your housing subsidy if the start date of your subsidy can reasonably be confirmed.
Examples of helpful documents include:

e Your Housing Choice Voucher or other voucher or subsidy paperwork.

e A letter or other documents from your Public Housing Authority.

e Other documents that verify when your subsidy began, including information you

provide, if allowed by law.

If you think your rights were violated:

e Save your application, denial notice, emails, texts, and any papers showing when your
subsidy began.

e A violation of this law is a discriminatory housing practice and can be enforced through
the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (MCCR). You can file a complaint online at
mccr.maryland.gov. Contact MCCR at 410-767-8600 or mccr@maryland.gov.

Bottom Line:

Starting October 1, 2026, landlords who use financial screening generally may not deny
applicants with housing vouchers or other income-based housing subsidies because of

amount of income, credit score, lack of credit score, or credit problems from before the
subsidy began when that timing can reasonably be confirmed.
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